Recurrent pyogenic cholangitis as a differential diagnosis in biliary tract diseases.
Recurrent Pyogenic Cholangitis (RPC) or Primary Hepatolithiasis is a common disease of the biliary tract in Asia, whereas it is usually not seen in Europeans. With increasing global mobility, the disease will be encountered in Europe more frequently, too. It should therefore be considered as a differential diagnosis in patients from endemic countries with recurrent symptoms of cholestasis/cholangitis and bile duct dilations, strictures and hepatolithiasis. In this case report, we present the history of a 37-year old patient from Sri Lanka and describe typical aspects of RPC. The patient presented at our hospital with scleral jaundice and pruritus. In the past she had been treated for septic cholangitis. Diagnosis in our patient was made after laboratory tests, MRT/MRCP and ERC. She was treated interventionally by ERC and is now monitored on a regular basis.